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95.   FROM WILLIAM PITT.
Thursday past 3 o'clock [Sept. 1764]. [See Supplement, vol. ii. p. 127.]
96.   FROM SIR DAVID DALRYMPLE. SIR,
I am singularly obliged to you for your valuable present of Lord Herbert's life1: it is indeed a curiosity that is perhaps unequalled, they who despise Anecdotes will I hope acknowledge now that things may be instructive & valuable, tho' not generally known, it were to be wished that other men of quality would imitate the example of Lord Powis2 & trust their Ancestors in your hands.
My attempts to recover the Catalogue of Smith's3 works has been hitherto unsuccessful. I am sure Lord Hadinton4 had it for I have seen it more than once in his possession, but he tells me he has searched for it in vain ; not satisfied with this I have desired him earnestly & he has promised to search for it again, at the worst I can get his Catalogue of all the Prints that Smith could collect together when selling a set of his works, but I am afraid this will not be satisfactory, for I remember well that Smith acknowledged in his Catalogue that he had not all his Prints at hand.
Will you give me leave, Sir, to suggest to you that it is a pity your Strawberry hill editions are not of one size. One would wish that Your own works were uniform. Your Eoyal & Noble Authors would not I think make a much
i The Life of Lord Herbert of        3 Probably John Smith (c. 1652-Cherbury, printed at Strawberry     1742), mezzotint engraver, and print-Hill, and distributed in July, 1784.        seller in Covent Garden, -where he
3 Henry Arthur Herbert (c. 1708-     published his own works and those
3772), first Earl (n.c.) of Powis (1748);      of several other engravers,
he had lent Walpole the MS. of Lord         * Thomas Hamilton (c. 1720-1794),
Herbert's autobiography (see letter     seventh Earl of Haddington (1735). to Montagu of July 16, 1784).ries, and     Bishop of Carlisle, and Fellow of the
